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THE DESCENDANTS OF JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 
OF UPLAND. 

BY GREGORY B. KEEN. 

(Continued from Vol. VI., page 457.) 

Yeates — Ewing — Hand. 

149. Sarah Yeates 5 , daughter of John and Elizabeth (Sid- 
botham) Yeates, was born April 2, 1731. She married (Reg- 
ister of Christ Church, Philadelphia), February 20, 1749-50, 
John Ewing, born August 27, 1727. Mr. Ewing died Novem- 
ber 11, 1754, and was buried in Christ Church Ground. Mrs. 
Ewing afterwards removed to Lancaster, Pa., where she died 
October 3, 1823. The following obituary notice of her 
appeared in the Lancaster Express : " Died at Lancaster, on 
Thursday last, Sarah Ewing, sister of the late Judge Yeates, 
and mother-in-law of the late General Edward Hand, aged 
92 years and 6 months." Mr. and Mrs. Ewing had three 
children: 

372. Catharine, b. in Philadelphia, Pa., March 25, 1751. She was m. in 
Lancaster, Pa., March 13, 1775,* to Edward Hand, M.D., a native of 
Clyduff, Kings County, Province of Leinster, Ireland, b. December 
31, 1744, who had come to America in 1767 as surgeon's mate of the 
18th (Royal Irish) Regiment, sailing from the cove of Cork, May 20, 
and arriving at Philadelphia July 11. Doctor Hand was appointed 
ensign in 1772, and accompanied his regiment to Fort Pitt, returning 
to Philadelphia in 1774, when he resigned his commission and was 
regularly discharged from the service. In the same year he went 
to Lancaster, Pa., with the intention of practising his profession in 
that place. At the beginning of the American Revolution Doctor 
Hand gave his allegiance to the colonies, and was commissioned 
June 25, 1775, Lieutenant-Colonel of Colonel William Thompson's 

* A letter (in the Library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania) from 
Richard Peters, Jr., to her uncle Jasper Yeates, dated " Philada., 1st March, 
1775," says, "Be so good as to make my Compliments to Mrs. Yeates, Mrs. 
Ewing, and your Niece, whom I cant mention by Name as I am not certain 
what her name will be when you receive this." 
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Battalion of Kiflemen, consisting of nine companies of men enlisted 
in the counties of Cumberland, York, Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Bedford, Berks, and Northampton, in Pennsylvania, afterwards 
designated as the Second Regiment (and after January 1, 1776, the 
First Eegiment) of the Army of the United Colonies. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hand accompanied Colonel Thompson and the battalion 
to Boston, where they arrived August 17, 1775, and participated 
in the siege of that city during the following autumn and winter. 
In Thacher's Military Journal of the Revolution, under date of 
August, 1775, these troops are spoken of as " remarkably stout and 
hardy men, many of them exceeding six feet in height," and as 
" remarkable for the accuracy of their aim. At a review, a com- 
pany of them, while on a quick advance, fired their balls into objects 
of seven inch diameter, at a distance of two hundred and fifty yards. 
Their shot have frequently proved fatal to British officers and 
soldiers." They formed the picket guard of the two thousand pro- 
vincial troops, who, on the evening of the 26th of August, took 
possession of, and threw up intrenchments on Ploughed Hill. On 
the morning of the 27th they met with their first loss, the death of 
a private, the first Pennsylvania soldier who fell in the War of the 
Eevolution. Among other noteworthy actions in which Hand and 
his men engaged at this period was the skirmish at Lechmere's 
Point, November 9, for their alacrity in which Colonel Thompson 
and his battalion were publicly thanked by General Washington in 
general orders dated the next day. The British had landed under 
cover of a fire from their batteries on Bunker, Breed's, and Copp's 
Hills, as well as from a frigate which lay three hundred yards off 
the point, which at high tide was an island. The regiment marched 
instantly, and, though the day was very stormy, regarded not the 
tide, nor waited for boats, but took to the water, although up to 
their armpits, for a quarter of a mile, and, notwithstanding the 
regulars' fire, reached the island, and, although the enemy were 
lodged behind the walls and under cover, drove them to their 
boats.* March 7, 1776, Hand was appointed Colonel of the regi- 

* Concerning this affair, see The Pennsylvania Evening Post of that date, 
and The Letters of Mrs. Adams, wife of John Adams, p. 61. An amusing 
letter on the subject from Lieutenant-Colonel Hand to his wife is printed in 
Penna. Archives, Second Series, vol. x., with other letters and information 
about the Battalion of Riflemen. Hand describes the standard of his regi- 
ment, March 8, 1776, " to be a deep green ground, the device, a tiger, partly 
inclosed by toils, attempting the pass, defended by a hunter, armed with a 
spear (in white), on crimson field. The motto, Domari Nolo." It is now 
in the possession of the State of Pennsylvania. A representation of it is 
given as the frontispiece to the volume of Penna. Archives referred to. 
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ment, which he had commanded since the 2d of February, and, with 
his men, left Cambridge, March 15, to join General Sullivan in 
New York. He was moved to Long Island early in April, and 
was stationed at New Utrecht, which remained the head-quarters 
of the regiment during May and June. On the 15th of April 
Congress resolved to recruit and re-enlist this battalion, and the 
independent rifle companies attached to it, for the term of two 
years, unless sooner discharged. Before General Washington was 
aware of this, he had written, April 22, to the President of Con- 
gress : " The time for which the riflemen enlisted will expire on the 
1st of July next, and, as the loss of such a valuable and brave body 
of men will be of great'injury to the service, I would submit it to 
the consideration of Congress whether it would not be best to adopt 
some method to induce them to continue. They are, indeed, a very 
useful corps ; but I need not mention this, as their importance is 
already well known to the Congress." On the 24th of April it 
was the First Kegiment of the Third (General Sullivan's) Brigade ; 
and July 1 it entered upon another term of duty, as the First 
Eegiment of the Pennsylvania Line in the Continental service, 
enlisted, at first, for two years, but afterwards, in October, for the 
War. It picketed the shores of Long Island until August, when 
it was moved to Delancey's Mills. Colonel Hand took part, with 
his regiment, in the Battle of Long Island, and successfully pro- 
tected the retreat of the American army, in association with Colonel 
Magaw, Colonel Shee (with whom was Lieutenant-Colonel Lambert 
Cadwalader, as elsewhere stated), and Colonel Haslet (with whom 
was Captain John Patten, a descendant of Joran Kyn hereafter 
mentioned). The Lieutenant-Colonel, James Chambers, thus speaks 
of this affair : " Never was a greater feat of generalship shown 
than in this retreat — to bring off an army of twelve thousand men, 
within sight of a strong enemy, possessed of as strong a fleet as 
ever floated on our seas, without any loss, and saving all the bag- 
gage." Colonel Hand took part in the Battles of White Plains, 
Trenton, and Princeton.* At the last of these conflicts, says 
General Wilkinson, " at the time General Mercer engaged the 17th 
Eegiment, Colonel Hand endeavoured, by a rapid movement, to 
turn the enemy's left flank, and had nearly succeeded, when they 
fled in disorder . . . the riflemen were therefore the first in the 
pursuit, and in fact took the greatest part of the prisoners ; they 
were accompanied by General Washington in person, with a squad of 

* For details of Colonel Hand's part in these engagements, see, particu- 
larly, " The Campaign of 1776 around New York and Brooklyn," by Henry 
P. Johnston, in Memoirs of the Long Island Historical Society, vol. iii., 
and Memoirs of my own Times, by General James Wilkinson. 
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the Philadelphia Troop."* He continued to command his regiment 
until April 1, 1777, when he was promoted to be Brigadier-General. 
Soon afterwards General Hand was sent to Western Pennsylvania 
to call the militia together; and he wrote a letterf to Thomas 
Wharton, President of the Supreme Executive Council of the 
Commonwealth, from Fort Pitt, July 24, which was laid before 
Congress, resulting in the adoption of a resolution by that body, 
August 16, desiring the Council to give the General " such assist- 
ance from the militia of the counties of Westmoreland, Northum- 
berland, and Bedford," as he might " think necessary" to carry the 
war into the Indian country. In the performance of these duties a 
new fort was erected during the summer or autumn, named " Fort 
Hand," situated in Westmoreland County, about fourteen miles 
north of Hanna's Town, near the junction of Loyalhannon and 
Conemaugh.J May 2, 1778, " agreeably to his request," Congress 
resolved to recall Hand from his command at Pittsburgh. Before 
his departure the General had a friendly conference with the Indians 
at Fort Pitt, June 17. In October he succeeded General Stark in 
the command at Albany. In the spring of 1779 Hand was ordered 
to take part in General Sullivan's campaign against the Iroquois, 
in which, although the youngest of the Brigadier-Generals engaged, 
he held the most important position after that of the commander- 
in-chief, the knowledge of the country and modes of warfare of the 
Indians acquired by him at Pittsburgh being of the greatest value 
in the expedition. He commanded a 'Brigade of Light Troops in 
the centre or main division of the army, composed of the Eleventh 
Pennsylvania Regiment, the German Regiment, Captain Spald- 
ing's Independent Wyoming Company, The Wyoming Militia, and 
Schott's Rifle Corps. General Hand reported himself to Joseph 
Reed, President of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsyl- 
vania, April 16, as arrived at Lancaster, on his way to Wyoming, 
where his division of the troops was to rendezvous, and on the last 
day of July broke camp at the latter place and began the forward 
march, his men occupying the post of honour, the front of the 
column, about a mile in advance of the rest. The campaign 

* The occasion referred to in the account of John Donnaldson (Penna. 
Mag., vol. iv. p. 345). 

t This and numerous other letters of General Hand are printed in the 
Pennsylvania Archives, further references to him occurring in the Colonial 
Records. 

% Concerning " Fort Hand," see Penna. Archives, vol. xii. p. 371. The 
earliest mention of the fort, which I have met with, occurs in a letter from 
Archibald Lochry to Thomas Wharton, President of the Executive Council, 
dated " Westmoreland, y e 6th Decern', 1777," in Penna. Archives, vol. vi. 
pp. 68 and 69. 

Vol. vii.— 7 
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occupied two months, the army reaching Easton, on its return, on 
the 15th of October. Officers and men were complimented by 
Congress with a vote of thanks, and Washington expressed his 
satisfaction with the management and the results of the expedi- 
tion.* General Hand afterwards joined Washington, and encamped 
at Morristown, N. J., during the winter. On the formation of the 
light infantry corps of the army, in August, 1780, he was given the 
command of one of the two brigades of which that body was com- 
posed. He was one of the fourteen generals who constituted the 
tribunal that tried and convicted Major Andr6. January 8, 1781, 
he was appointed Adjutant-General of the Army of the United 
States. He was present at the siege of Yorktown, and returned 
with the troops to Philadelphia. September 30, 1783, he was 
commissioned Major-General of the Pennsylvania Line. Upon the 
close of the war he resumed the practice of medicine in Lancaster. 
He was a Delegate from Pennsylvania to the Continental Congress 
in 1784 and 1785, a Member of the Assembly of Pennsylvania in 
1785, and an Elector for the same State "for choosing a President 
and Vice-President of the United States" in 1789. He was a 
Member of the Convention which framed the Constitution of Penn- 
sylvania in 1790. He was appointed by President Washington, 
March 21, 1791, Inspector of the Revenue for Survey No. 3 in the 
District of Pennsylvania, and retained the office till the end of his 
life. In 1798, when Washington accepted the command of the 
army raised in anticipation of a war with France, Hand was re- 
commended by him for appointment as Adjutant-General. General 
Hand was an original Member of the Society of the Cincinnati, 
being one of the committee which revised the proposals for estab- 
lishing that body, adopted at a subsequent meeting of the Society. 
He was elected President of the State Society of Pennsylvania in 
1799. In politics General Hand was a Federalist. " As a citizen 
he was highly esteemed, and as a physician greatly sought after and 
beloved." " He was known as a lover of fine horses and an excellent 
horseman." He d. at his farm of Eockford, Lancaster Co., Pa., 
September 3, 1802. He is bur. in St. James's (Protestant Episco- 
pal) Churchyard, at Lancaster, under an obelisk with the inscrip- 
tion : " Edward Hand, M.D. A General Officer of the Revolution. 
The Friend and Companion in Arms of Washington. . . . His 
public services are part of his country's history."t Mrs. Hand d. 



* On this subject, see The Centennial Celebration of General Sullivan's 
Campaign against the Iroquois in 1779, published under the auspices of 
the Waterloo Library and Historical Society. 

t A portrait of General Hand, painted from a small picture by Eichholtz, 
is in the possession of his granddaughter, Mrs. S. B. Rogers, of Lancaster, 
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at Rockford, June 21, 1805, and is bur. with her husband. They 
left issue. 
373. Jasper, b. July 15, 1753. He studied law (probably with his uncle, 
Jasper Yeates), and became an attorney, but, on the breaking out 
of the American Revolution, entered on a military career, at first 
as Second Lieutenant, and afterwards, in August, 1776, as Adju- 
tant of his brother-in-law, Colonel Hand's Regiment, retaining the 
latter position until April, 1777.* When Hand was promoted 
Brigadier-General, and appointed to the command of the Western 
Department, Ewing went with him to Fort Pitt as Brigade-Major. 
In a letterf addressed by Major Ewing to Jasper Yeates, dated 
"Fort Pitt, June 3d, 1777," the writer says: "On Saturday last 
we arrived here not a little fatigued with the Journey. But, not- 
withstanding the Badness of the roads and still worse accommoda- 
tions, I think myself amply Compensated for all my Fatigues by 
being stationed at this delightful Place." Ewing remained with 
General Hands in the same capacity, until the recall of the latter 
in 1778. In 1789, Ewing resided in Northumberland County, Pa., 
and July 29, of that year, he was elected to succeed Lawrence 
Keene,t deceased, as Prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas, 
Clerk of the Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace and 
Jail Delivery, and Clerk of the Orphans' Court for that county. 
The same day he was appointed a Justice of the Court of Common 
Pleas for the same county. He d., it is believed, unm. at Sunbury, 
Pa., September 25, 1800. In his will, recorded at Sunbury, he 
bequeathed his " fees" to his mother and nephews, John and Jesse 
(Jasper) Hand, and to the latter his " two guns ;" his " library of 

Pa. An engraving of it appears in Johnston's Campaign of 1776, and in 
Penna. Archives, Second Series, vol. x. Valuable MSS. of the General are 
owned by Mrs. Rogers, who has very courteously supplied me with some 
facts concerning her grandfather and other members of the family. Other 
MSS. are in the office of the Secretary of War, at Washington, and in the 
Library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. A notice of General 
Hand is given in Alexander Harris's Biographical History of Lancaster 
County. 

* A letter written by him to his uncle, Jasper Yeates, dated New York, 
August 30, 1776, mentioning his safe arrival there with Colonel Hand's 
Regiment from Boston, is printed among " Documents" (No. 14) appended to 
Johnston's Campaign of 1776, before cited, and in Penna. Archives, Second 
Series, vol. x. pp. 309-10. 

t This, with other letters of his written at the same period, is in the posses- 
sion of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

t It may be proper to note that, notwithstanding the similarity of name, 
this gentleman was not descended from the founder of Upland. 
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books" and " fishing tackle" to his " four nieces, the daughters of 
General Edward Hand;" his "gold watch" to his niece, Sarah 
Hand ; other personal effects to General and Mrs. Hand ; and his 
"old walking cane" to his " friend Charles Hall," whom, with John 
Boyd, he nominated his executor. 
374. John, b. June 22, 1755. He resided in Lancaster, Pa., where he fol- 
lowed the trade of jeweller. He paid a visit to his brother, Jasper 
Ewing, and his brother-in-law, Colonel Hand, on Long Island, and 
witnessed "everything that occurred from the time the enemy 
landed on the Island until a day or two before we retreated from 
thence" — a brief account of which events were given by him in a 
letter written to his uncle, Jasper Yeates, from Lancaster, Septem- 
ber 14, 1776, accompanied by an original " Draught of the Engage- 
ment."* March 17, 1793, he wrote a letterf to his brother-in-law, 
General Hand, then Inspector of the Eevenue, from " Donegall," 
complaining of his treatment by a " distiller in Donegall Township 
at the Conewaga Creek," whose stills he* attempted to measure, 
from which it appears that he was engaged in such service for the 
Government. Mr. Ewing m. Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas and 
Margaret Keen, said to have been born in Wilmington, Delaware 
(not identified as a descendant of Joran Kyn). He d. at Lancas- 
ter, February 14, 1799. Mrs. Ewing survived her husband, and 
afterwards m. Jonathan Hillborn, of Limerick Township, Mont- 
gomery Co., Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Ewing left issue.J 

* Both the letter and " Draught" appear in " Documents" (No. 15) ap- 
pended to Johnston's Campaign of 1776. The letter is also printed in 
Penna. Archives, Second Series, vol. x. pp. 310-11, where it is incorrectly 
attributed to Major (Jasper) Ewing. A MS. letter of Edward Shippen to 
Jasper Yeates, dated " Lancaster, 13th September, 1776" (in the Library of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania), says: " Jacky Ewing's now at our 
Tea Table, is hearty and well, and left his brothers, Jesse and the Doctor, 
in the Same happy Situation at the Camp." Mrs. Yeates, in a letter to her 
husband, dated " Lancaster, September 14th, 1776" (also belonging to the 
Historical Society), writes differently : " I have the Pleasure to acquaint 
you that Jacky Ewing is returned ; he looks very thin." According to 
Ewing's own letter he had been sick. 

t In the Library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

J For some of my information concerning Mr. and Mrs. Ewing I am 
indebted to their great-grandson, Ewing Jordan, M.D. 

(To be continued.) 



